
Effective Propaganda 
 

A True Story 
 

A dozen mostly elderly citizens stand in line.  They are waiting for the food bank 

to open.  This is a small town.  People are friendly.  They easily get into conversa-

tions. 

 

Somebody says it is very sad that young 

people have to fight and die in wars in 

faraway countries. 

 

Everybody agrees. 

 

An American veteran of World War Two 

also agrees.  But adds:  

 

“It is not like World War Two!” 
 

A National Socialist, who is also stand-

ing in line, cannot resist the temptation.   

He says this: 

 

In World War Two Germany fought 

against Communism.  America fought 

for Communism.  What was the result? 
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Communist expansion in Eastern and Central Europe … Cold War … Threat of 

nuclear war … Communist expansion in Asia … Korean War. The first war Ameri-

ca did not win … Vietnam War … The first war America lost … 

 

Geopolitically speaking, Europe is likely to be dominated by Germany or Russia.   

And Asia by Japan or China. 

 

Germany and Japan are small countries.  They might be able to take over their 

own  continents.   But they would find it difficult to keep control.   

 

They could not expand farther.   Even if they wanted.  But they did not want to do 

so. 

 

Russia and China are much bigger countries.  It would be much easier for them to 

try to expand beyond their own continents.  Furthermore, Communists openly pro-

mote “World Revolution.” 

 

When the National Socialist finishes there is a moment of silence. 

 

The American World War Two veteran is standing right in front of him.  Looking 

at him. 

 

Then the veteran shakes the hand of the National Socialist. 

And thanks him for explaining this! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Odyssey of Fred 
 

Part Eight 

My First Trip to Town 
 

Okay.  I know it is not nice to eavesdrop.   

 

However, if people sit close and talk loud enough for me to hear, then it is not 

eavesdropping.  It is an accident.   

 

A fortunate accident! 

 

The medical staff appreciates my notes. 

And I get rewarded! 
 

This is how I earned permission for my first trip to town.   

 

The timing was great! 

 

Helga and the old guy, Gebhardt, were in town at the same time.  (I do not know 

whether or not he is related to Karl.)  She even introduced us to some of the local 

shopkeepers.   

 

Our staff and even guests are popular.  We are always polite and neighborly.  Buy 

lots of souvenirs.  And leave big tips.   

 

Seems fair.  We also spill water, use lots of napkins, talk too loud, and draw atten-

tion.  (But no lawyer letters!)     

 

Some guests also talk to the dogs and cats.  Fortunately, this is attributed to love of 

animals.  Not mental problems. 

 

The limousine driver Brandon is probably the most popular male staff member 

among the local citizens.  We often see signs wishing him good luck! 

 

Helga always distracts me.  So I did not notice Elmer.  Until my escort pointed 

him out. 



 

Elmer’s club likes to keep an eye on us.  But they have never physically or verbal-

ly abused us.  So we ignore them.  Until we return to the facility.  Then we tell 

jokes about them. 

 

Apparently, Elmer’s club thinks our facility is a secret base.  And the staff is con-

ducting experiments related to psychological warfare.   

 

Dumb jokes supposedly play a big role.  (This is the only part that seems plausi-

ble.) 

 

Elmer even wrote a short story entitled “Our Town Eccentric.”  It is based on the 

“surveillance” of Gebhardt.   

 

Unfortunately, it is difficult to translate, because it is written in American slang. 

 

  

 

 



 


